
 

September 13, 2017 

 

To: Brent Lehman       Cindy Engle                                              Kelly Roby               

       Randy Hisner                  Jaime Macklin  

       Becky Durnbaugh    Mike Riehm  

                      

Re: Minutes from Monthly Discussion Meeting, 9/12/2017 

 The Monthly Discussion Meeting convened at 7:00 Tuesday morning, September 12, 2017, in the Board Room at 

the North Adams Administration Building. In attendance were Brent Lehman and Larry Carty, representing North Adams 

Administration, and Becky Durnbaugh, Cindy Engle, Randy Hisner, Jaime Macklin, Mike Riehm and Kelly Roby 

representing the North Adams Teachers Association.                                            

The following topics were discussed:  

 

Revisited Items  

1. Teacher Appreciation Award SY 2016-2017 – The results from the SY 2016 – 2017 evaluations show that 43 

teachers received “highly effective” ratings while 81 teachers received “effective” ratings. No one was deemed 

“needing improvement” or “non-effective”. 

2.   Calendar for SY 2018 - 2019 – The proposed North Adams calendar for SY 2018 – 2019 shows a first student day 

 as Monday, August 13. It was asked if that could be shifted to Thursday, August 9 to provide a shortened first 

 week   back. That would also make it easier to have all instructional days in before Memorial Day. Also asked if 

 Martin Luther King Day and Presidents’ Day could be used as eLearning days. That would reduce make-up days 

 from 7 to 5, and that is probably not a good idea. We will discuss further, along with the option of going ahead 

 with a SY 2019-202 calendar.  

 

New Items from NATA 

1. Disruptions in Class – The incidence of students with severe behavioral problems seems to be increasing. A lot of 

elementary teachers have tremendous issues in the classroom. Is full inclusion of these students proper and 

appropriate? How do we support the teachers and provide the best learning environment for students? Cannot 

lump special needs and bad behavior indiscriminately together. Special Needs code mandates what may be 

done, along with what must be done. When behavior becomes an issue, case conference may reconvene and 

address solutions. Early grades are problematic because students are not yet identified with regard to special 

needs. This may be the time to add In-School Suspension facilities at Southeast. Where can we most effectively 

utilize staff to provide the one-to-one and/or isolation times needed by students? Superintendent Lehman 

indicated that if there isn’t a sufficient number of staff to provide the minutes required by IEP’s, then another 



aide will be provided. It needs discussed among staff at Southeast, and a recommendation brought back for 

discussion.  

 

New Items from Administration 

1.   None  

 

With no time remaining, the Monthly Discussion Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by, 

Larry G. Carty 

Director of Operations 


